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International Conference  

"The UNESCO World Heritage and the Role of Civil Society" 

Bonn, Germany, 26-27 June 2015 

 

Resolution 7 

On Threatened Cultural Heritage in Bulgaria 
 

 

Submitted by: Konstantina Pehlivanova 

 

Civil Society Organizations having attended the conference “The UNESCO World Heritage and the 

Role of Civil Society” organized by World Heritage Watch on 26-27 June 2015 in Bonn, coming 

from 32 countries in 5 continents, as active and concerned citizens dealing with Natural and 

Cultural World Heritage properties at different places, and as civil society actors complementing 

the responsibility carried by governments and state bodies,  

- noting that Bulgaria has ratified the Convention Concerning the Protection of the World 

Cultural and Natural Heritage (the World Heritage Convention) and has thereby agreed to 

abide by the principles stated in this document;  

- affirming the collective interest of the international community to cooperate in the protection 

of cultural heritage, as the latter is a unique and irreplaceable source of history and culture;  

- recalling further that authenticity is essential for retaining and transmitting the values 

attributed to cultural heritage, as it certifies credibility and truthfulness of the historical 

evidence, and clarifies and illuminates the collective memory of humanity;  

requests the Bulgarian authorities to discontinue all current reconstructions of cultural heritage 

sites, based on conjecture, as they are at odds with international principles and ethics of scientific 

restoration and with paragraph 86 of the Operational Guidelines for the Implementation of the 

World Heritage Convention, and thus cause an irreversible loss of authenticity;  

expresses agreement with Letter GA/GJ/66 of April 8th 2015 issued by ICOMOS INTERNATIONAL 

and addressed to the Bulgarian authorities regarding endangered cultural heritage in Bulgaria;  

supports the efforts of the Bulgarian civil society, of the Bulgarian CULTURAL HERITAGE FORUM 

and of the Bulgarian National Committee of ICOMOS for safeguarding the authenticity of cultural 

heritage and for confirming the expertise-based approach to its conservation. 

 

Bonn, 27 June 2015 

 

 


